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The near future is big with history.
He who would keep posted
Eagerly peruses the daily newspaper.

Every family should take tho
Very best in connection with their
Ever needful local paper. Tho
News-T- IIE DETROIT EVENING NEWS
Is an indefatigable newsgatherer.
Now is the accepted time.
Give us your subscription.

Nothing gained by waiting. The --

Evening News 10 cents a week. If you
Want further information,
Seek it of our agent in your own town.

It seems tome one ought l to be very
sure about anj thing ho solemn."

"Ooo-ee- l Look! Look! Teddy! He'i
professed. Hear him shoutiu!" Nina
cried, craning' her nock for u better
view of the altar stir. By this every-
body was standing, aud at least half
the more zealous among Bethel mem-
bers wero up among tho penitents, pray-
ing, counseling, consolinj?. They made
an iudet?rruinato throng in the open
square before tho pulpit Teddy had
sprung upright in the middle of it, wav-
ing his arms and wildly crying:

"Glory! Glory 1 God is my Father! I
know he loves me, eben me. Glo-ry- !
Glor-ee-eol- "

"Bless the Lord! Sing his praises, all
ye people," Brother Green said from
tho pulpit steps. Brother Milliken had
been kneeling beside Teddy, praying
low and earnestly for him. Now he got
up and stood, tall and tremulous, beside
the rejoicing youth. At the very back
of the house Teddy's mother, a' thin,
discouraged looking wo: ta in shabby
weeds, pushed her way julo the aisle
and made to go to her son. Before 6he
had got half way Nina Winfold flung
herself over the pew in front of where
she sat, darted up the passway and
caught Teddy's hands in her own, her
face working, tears raining over it

Miss Winfold gasped once, then sat
suddenly down, limp and livid, so wild
was her rage. Tho stir of Nina's exploit
had set thoso very far back to standing
on the benches instead of the floor. Ni-
na was by no means unconscious of the
interest sho had evokod, though her ex-

cited feelings wero really beyond con-
trol. She was by nature ill balanced, by
temperament hysterical. Besides her
best girl friend was Sophy Ann Brazzle-ton- ,

who had got religion at tho same
time Nina did, yet had been shouting
over sinco.

Nina meant no longer to bo outdone
by Sophy Ann's precocious saintliness.
Then, too, sho was stirred by tho ser-

mon, still moro by the sight of Teddy
among the redeemed. Alice, she knew,
would bo mad about it, eo would r.'--
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Aweat lrutn.
Haw It Has Spread In MUUljrau Muif

OU Fall lu Line,
The trumpet notes of " The Little Con-

queror" have sounded far and near in the
triumphal march through Michigan. From
the crowded city to the hamlet the echo i

resounding, bringing words of hope and
good cheer to thousands of sufferers. Pub
lic endorsement is its strength, and that is
why success follows each advancing step.
1'eople are beginning to understand thut
there is no proof like home proof. Muske-
gon has produced several such cases as that
of Mrs. Ohas. Sleych, and they like to read
and know about them, for it means comfort
to all. Mrs. Sleygh is a citizen of Muskegon
and resides at No. 2C0 Lake St. She says :

44 1 could not speak words of praise that
"would be strong enough to tell what I feel
for Doan'a Kidney Pills. My trouble
aeemed to be the result of a severe attack of
the grip which I had about four years ago,
mnd it developed into a genuine kidney
affliction. Dunne these years I have suf
fered everything. At times the misery lias
made me wish I were dead-- My back was
an a terrible condition. 1 had spells of such
severity that the pain would force mo to walk
bent over for a whole week. I could not
stand up straight The flesh on my back
over the kidneys was sore to the touch,
the bladder became affected as well, and 1

have suffered with it more than tongue can
tell. The urine was scanty, and at times
would not come at all. There was much
inflammation, causing fever and an intense
burning and stinging feeling. I was feeling
badly when I commenced taking Doan's
Kidney Pills, which I procured at Brun-dage- 's

drug store. They have done great
things for me. I now feel like another per-vo-

,My terrible backache is better, the
urine comes naturally, and my strength and
nervous system are greatly improved. I shall
continue taking Doan's Kidney Pills for
some time yet. You can use my endorse-
ment of them; I am glad to give it."

Donn's KiJney Pills for sale by nil denier?
--price r0 cents. Mailed bv Foster-Mi- l burn

Co., Buffalo, N. Y., sole agents for U. S.
the name, DoarCa, und take no other.

Announcements for School Year 1896-- 7.

Teachers should carefully note the contents
of this circular and preserve it for future use.

DATKS Or EXAMINATION'S.
Regular, t:orunna, August 20th and 21st, lfl!W.
Special, Owosso, October 15th and lth, Wtfl.
Kejjular, Corunna. March 25th and Sitith. 18U7.

Speot&l, Owosho, June 17ih and 17th, 1807.
A.U examinations will begin at 6:30 a. m.,

standard tlma
Applicants for third grades will write upon

geography, theory and art and school law the
first half day; grammar, physiology and read-
ing the second naif day; arithmetic, penman-
ship and htstorr the third half day and civil
government and orthography the fourth half
day. Applicants for llrst and second grades
will write upon geography, theory and art and
School law the first half day; grammar, physl
ology, algebra and reading the second half day:
arithmetic, history and penmanship the third
half day, a.id civil government, physics and
ortogruphy the fourth half day. Applicants for
first grades will write upon geometry, general
history and botany on Saturday.

The above schedule will be strictly followed.
REQUIREMENTS.

For third grades an average ot seventy Is
required, with not less than sixty-fiv- e in any
branch; for second grade an average of seventy-fiv- e

Is required, with not less than seventy in
any branch; for first grade an agerage of eighty-fiv- e

is required with not less than eighty in any
branch.

Applicants shall use legal cap paper and
Write with pen and ink.

Applicants for first and second grades who
pass in part of the branches may at the
next examination In the remainder. After fail-
ing in two consecutive examinations they must

in all brancees. Applicants for third
grades who fall In part of the branches must re-
write in all branches.

CAUTION: Special certificates will be grant-
ed only when legally qualified teachers cannot
be secured Persons who wish to teach must
attend an examination.

O. L. BRisTOti, Commissioner.
J. N. Cody, Examiner.
J. A. Thompson. Examiner."

Corunna, Aug. 7, 1H96.

F. EDWARDS & GO -

General Rul Estate and Insurance Agent

Will sell your Property.
Will rent your House or Farm.
Will look after your Tenants.
Will find Loans for your Money.
Will Insure your Buildings.
Charges very reasonable. Office with 8.

F. Smith.

H. B. PETERSON,

OFFICE Over Dlmmick's store, Washington
Street. RESIDENCE Washington St., oppo
alteCongregutional church.

William M. Kilpatrick,
LAWYER.

SOLICITOR IN CHANCERY

General Insurance A vent.
Office la the Williams Block, Washlngtonstreet,

Qwosso Mich

J. B. Dowdigan,
DENTIST.

Offle over
KALAMAZOO STORE owosso,

Hoars 8 to 12 a. m.
1:30 to 6:30 p. m. MICH

1
PHYSICIAN & SURGEON,

RESIDENCE, 409 SAGINAW ST.,
Office, 211 N. Washington St.

OYER PARKIIL & SON'S DRUG STORE,

JDB. L. E. PHELPS,
Office: 114 N. Washington St. Office

Hours: 8 to 0 a. m. and 1 to
3 p. m.

Residence: 050 N. Washington St.

Special Attention Chronic Diseases.

Hamblin & Crawford,
REAL ESTATE.

Basinets Chances, Conveyancing:, Fire Insur-
ance, Money to Loan, Notaries Public.

SFstairs Y 106 West Exchange St.

OWOSSO, MICH.
ANNISs 9. II. OOODINC1, HomopopaihloDR.Residence and office. Williams St., (Com

stock Block), Owosso, Mich. Olllco hours S to
4 p. in. anrl to 8 p. m. Calls promptly respond

d to. Special attention given to Obstetrics
and Diseases of Women and Children.

came of their own acrcnl und frighten
ed children clung if by chance he held
oat a hand to them.

Bat in the pulpit Walnut Creek had
heard what stirred it to the liveliest cu
riosity concerning him. Yet Teddy Bar
ton said to Jack Talbot aa they sat side
by Bide: "I lay, yes, anything you got
the ruin' ter namo, ole Br'er Milliken
can tio one hand behind him an knock
the cocks offeu thisyero now fellow. Ho
ain't no slouch, ole Br'er Milliken.
Why, sometime? when I boen listenin
'bout cr hour ter him preachin erbout
tbar shall be no night tbar, neither any

; mo' weepin, an the Lamb er God wip
J in erway all tears from er feller's eyes

why, I'm giviu you straight goods
when I tell you I've most felt like I
wanted ter go ter heaven myso'f. "

"That was wonderful,' Jack Baid
wearily, with a touch of Bcorn under-
neath. As Teddy made to speak again
the other silenced him with an impera-
tive look. Tho opening Jiymn had been
sung. Brother Green had prayed with
fervor beyond common. Now Brother
Walton stood facing the congregation,
his eyes shining with ineffable lire.

He held neither Bible nor hymn book.
Without preface he began to repeat the
Twenty-thir- d Psalm, and Jack heard
nothing more with any sense of com-
prehension. It all came back to him
the old happy days, Bob in her littla
chair at his feet repeating after him tho
inspired words. Ho shot a glance at her
across the dim lit breadth of the house,
then dropped his head upon the back of
the bench in front of him, unable lon-
ger to endure other gaze.

'Aly, you're hit early, out then I
sorter reel; on you been under somethin
liko conviction ever 6inco yistiddy,"
Teddy m: hi n torturing whisper. Jack
did . .n his head, but closed his
hut: ' r thatcf his tormentor in a
giipo i;.-.;- 'o and full of meaning as to
silence cv. Teddy, the irrepressible,
though he was aching to add, "Bo John
Browned cf ever I thought of olo Top-
knot as er holy missionary, but ef Jack
Talbot git any religion this whet I jest
know it ouglitcr bo sot ter tho credit of
thosto'."

Brother Walton took his listeners by
storm. Insido five minutes tho wholo
houso hung upon his lips. Long before
he mado an end thero wero bowed heads,
shaken forms, all about. Ho spoko as
rarely man spake, not of law, but of
lovo, of a God who so loved the world
ho gavo his only Son to suffer in its
stead and savo it from its transgres-
sions. Tho minister's voice, at first low
and clear and faintly tremulous, swell-
ed to tho call of a trumpet, tho thrill
of an organ peal. His faco was transfig-
ured. Tho soul shone through, calling
unto other souls through the veil of the
flesh.

There was no passion, no ranting.
Save that his cheek flamed, his eyes
grew twin blue fires, nothing in the
outer man spoke the force within. His
hearers were spell wrought. Even Jack
sat upright, drawn out of his whelming
misery, though still too much domi-
nated by it for conscious comfort. Dully
he noted tbat Teddy was writhing and
moaning: "O Godl O Godl OGodl
Mercy I Do have mercy on er lost an
dyin sinner I Lord, dear Lord, I know
I am cr sinner, but it ain't all my fault.
Nobody couldn't help it ef they clerked
in Topmark's sto"

Miss Winfold sat, with bowed head,
sobbing audibly. Nina, at her elbow,
was upright and open eyed in the con-

sciousness of salvation already secure.
Mrs. Talbot hod lost sense of every
thing, even her stricken favorite. ha

Payne's face was seraphic; Rob,
at her side, a breathing statue, without
life savo in tho yes. They showed dark-
er than ever and full of smoldering
light. Even tho minister felt them burn
upon his face as he stood plKlingso
earnestly,, bo tenderly, that tVso for
whom Christ suffered and died pliould
not make his suffering of nono effect.

His plea was not tedious. Less than
half an hour from his uprising ho had
Bunk to his knees, saying, half inaudi-bl- y,

"Brethren, sisters, let us pray."
As with one impulse everybody knelt
with him in supplication utterly with-
out words. The summer night stillness
was broken only by the shrilling of treo
toads, the sibilant clamor of katydids,
and, nndcrvoicing them, the stamping
of many hoofs from the tethered beasts
in tho grovo.

Brother Green got up Blowly and bo
gan to sing:

"O brothers, will you meet me;
O brothers, will you meet me;
O brothers, will you meet me
On Caanan's bap-p- y shore?"

His voico was harshly strong except
in tho head registor. There it became a
clarion, sweet and full cf silver. In the
rising throng a hundred throats caught
up tho old camp meeting tuno and
swelled it to a flood. Somoof tho voices
mado disoord, but it was overborno,
Washed away, in tho sweeping tide of
harmony that rang and rolled as though
it might reach the stars. Bolow the re-

verberant swelling of it tho car caught
a tempest of sobs, of groans, of heart-
broken, penitent exclamations from the
crowd of kneeling figures about the
altar. -

Teddy was among them. Ho had been
indeed tho first to answer tho call for
penitents. He had ruShed up tho aisle
and flung himself prone in tho clean
Btraw at Brother Millikcn'sfect, shriek-
ing out his fear of the wrath to como.
Miss Winfold, too, half roso, as though
she would go forward, but Nina had
plucked her sleeve, saying, with vigor-
ous shakes of the hcad:"Aghl Aghl
Alice, you mustn't do that. You know
morumer won't liko it. It it'll make
you so conspicuous. "

Mrs. Talbot gave Nina what she
meant for a severe look. In Alice's car
she said, "Do whatever your heart
prompts, dear child. " But tho momen-
tary softness had passed, and Miss Win-

fold was herself, placid and calculating
as ever. She dropped her eyes modestly
and said, with a delicti to confusion :

"I do lovo God an want to serve him,
Mrs. Talbot, but but maybe it Is best
to wait a little while longer, you know.

CHAPTER XII,
"Preaching at early candlelight,"

the presiding elder had said in giving
ont the order of services at the close of
his Sunday sermon, but it was far past
the early dusk before n single minister
came. There were three besides Brother
Walton. Brother Green, Bethel's in-

cumbent, a poor speaker, but powerful
in prayer and nnequaled in pastoral la-

bors, was not expeoted to preach many
times. The visitors would do that Still
it was in him that the devout founded
their hope for a season of refreshing.
Wherever he had been sent theretofore
revivals had followed his ministry, the
hopeful took heart, the discouraged lift
ed the head, and even the sinners avow
ed that Brother Green beyond all others
brought home to them their lost estate,
yet gave no offense in the bringing.

Niceties of doctrine, you see, were
left out of revival proaching. Instead
there was Jesus Christ and him cruci-
fied, the unsearchable riches of his love,
the ineffable pathos of his all sufficient
sacrifice. The heart, not the head, was
the point of attack, except on Sunday
morning, when the presiding elder
preached. A tall man, shrewd, kindly,
clear headed enough to rule a state and
full enough of love to God and man to
bend every energy to their reconcile-
ment, he had raised the standard of the
cross as became a leader in the church
militant, then gone his way to other
fields, secure that it would be strenuous-
ly upheld. For besides Brother Green
and young Brother Walton thero was
Brother Milliken, the local licentiate.
He was old, so old he bout under his
Weight of years, yet still so full of zeal
and fire ho carried his listeners along
with him. Almost wholly unlettered,
ho had yet a rude and simple dignity, a
sincere eloquence, that put tho school-
men often to the blush and made their
studied art seem poor and mean.

As the ministers came in each made
his way to tho high box pulpit, knelt a
minute in silent prayer, then roso to sit
beside his brethren. Brother Walton
was to preach, and expectation was 0:1
edge, 6ince it had been bruited about
that ho was net less eloquent than the
famous Maffit, of whom the elder mem-
bers had many memories. Brother Wal-
ton was young, very young, for his 27
years. His eyes were childliko in their
limpid brilliance. There was suggestion
of infancy, too, in his curling silken
hair, clipped close to the head, and the
flickering rose of his cheek. Out of the
pulpit he was but a quiet, well bred

THE DREADED CONSUMPTION
CAN BE CURED.

T. A. Slocum, M. C, the Greatest Chemist and
Scientist, win send, Free, Three Bottles

of tils Newly Discovered Rem-
edies to Sufferers.

Editor The Times: I have discovered
a reliable cure for Consumption and all
Bronlcal, Throat and Lung Diseases, Gen
eral Decline, Loss of Flesh and all Condi-
tions of Wasting Away. B7 its timely use
thousands of apparently hopeless cases have
cured. So proof-positiv- e am I of its power
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T. A. SLOCUM, M. C.
98 Pine Street, New York,
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told you sech m that! "Why, I'm the st

man alive; hadn't er been fer
that I might bo well off, ebon rioh,"
Mr. Topmark protested.
' Magnolia still stared dully. It was
her aunt who broke into a torrent of
angry accusation, whose burden was
Mr. Topmark's double dealing. "You
wants that McGregor gal much as you
wants the land." she said. "I believe
you'ro ter git her, with me an.
my gal up your sleeve, an tellin us ter
be so close mouthed when you strow
things round so eben the McGregor
niggers know"

"What ni?gcrs?" Mr. Topmark de--

manded breathlessly.
Mrs. Annis gavo a taunting laugh

and sniffed rather than said, "Of co'so
you'll lio out en tellin it an say ole Phe-m- y

found oat through conjure work"
"Conjure work! Lord in heaven!"

Topmark ejaculated, springing stiffly
upright. "I'll I'll loam that olo witch
not ter come with my con-

cerns."
"Hear cm say you won't have no

corucerns ef you go nn mek her ra-al- e

Mi

'tl T7T 1,MI HTnrmr.H.t rftt,l
mad," Magnolia drawled. "Sbeiser
witch shoa. She er knowed me an my
forchun same as I dome myse'f. "

"She knowed the Pickins favor, that's
all," Mrs. Annis said sharply.

Mr. Topmark stood still, upright, bis
face beaded with clammy sweat, as in
u lightning flash he understood. It all
came back the black woman's inter
ruption upon tbat first night, his wife's
strange and sudden end, the black boy's
chatter of the "daid man conjure." No
doubt the witch woman knew his plan
and if she lived would balk it. That
was a saving if meantime he must paci-

fy Mrs. Annis, who was half shouting:
"Ben Topmark, we've done come ter

Vin riA ot foplln Vnn ont tpr An finS

thing er another either pay us, an pay
us well, ter lay low an keep dark er else
pay somebody else ter stand up an 'fend

well, it ain't er nice story I can set
cwinn prhnnfc thm l.isih hnrcps th.it; wan
stole at McGregor's an what was done
With 'em."

"No, no, you shan't. I'll kill yo.
furstl" Magnolia cried, clutching thd' '

old woman by tho throat. As they sway-

ed back and forth over the rough floor
the visitor snatched his hat and rushed
away. As he galloped up hill, down dell,
uia muuguii iu; vuaa mo urn wuuui
Yph. fiha knnwfl. Ifc'a kill rr bo killed.
I'm er merciful man an just, but but
any man has got ter stand up fer his
own self. "

'

Thursday afterward Mrs. Winfold
gave a quilting, which it was under-
stood would lead up to a mild evening
party. That was the ending of all quilt-ing- s

there since Miss Alice camo to
womanhood. But, strango to relate,
Teddy Barton was not to como with the
other young fellows to the merrymak-
ing. Mr. Topmark had said flat ho
paid "Teddy fer doiu other things than
gallivautin round liko cr gontleman of
leisure. I am tired er keepin or dog
an then doiu his barkin." Teddy had
got to 6tay at tho store that uignt.
if no other. Strancer still. Teddy was
jubilantly chipper, though he made
onen and loud lamentation over old
Top's sudden meannoHa Ho did not
mean to mopo. That was ono thing cer
tain. "I'll git er lot er fellers all by
my lonesome an have fun as is fun."

Rob, of course,-wa- asked to both the
quilting and the party. Miss Winfold
wrote a honeyed note in her very best
sloping hand. Mrs. Winfold said JM

tho bosom of her family: "I jest ached
ter leavo that little limb out, but it,
wouldn't do no, never in the world.
Brother would bo so mad. . Ho is tho t
biggest fool about that girl; said ho
couldn't even tell the timo of day of ho
wasn't lookin up toward Roscoo. May;
by, though, she'll have sense enough not
to come. Sho said always she hatod
quilts and quiltin. Of course sho no
need ter work ef como sho does, though
really a fow stitches ain't much ter pay
fer a mighty good dinner. "

Mrs. Winfold had social ambitions
liko herself, small and narrow. They
began and ended indeed in tho purpose-
ful desire to get the most and best of
all that .was going; for herself and her

God la the fullness of his great strength,
in tto faco of all men. If only she might
reach him! But how could she move?
She sat down limp, half senseless, when
some one parted the throng about her,
some one slim and light of foot, who
took her hand in a warm clasp and led
her, unresisting, up to tho place of
praise.

Somehow way was made for them,
and at last the throng parted to let the
sobbing woman come face to face with
her husband. The next minute she lay
against his breast, with his tears rain-
ing over her face.

"Thank you, Miss Bob, an help me
thank God," he said to her convoy.
"Men an brethren, hear me tell it. Only
God knows what this here pore little
creeter has had ter b'ar an suffer fcr
mo. Ef ever I mistreats her ag'in, may
tho good God that has jest been showin
mo his lovo fling me back furder an
wusser'n ever inter tho dark ,1'vo lef
behind."

Rob McGregor had firm nerves. Sho
turned from tho pair with tho first
choke in her throat sho had known in
all that wonderful night.

CHAPTER XIIL
Tho revival proved to a sort of spirit-

ual cyclone. Its forco was spent early
in tho week. Though tho ministers kept
on hopefully until next Sunday, they
got few converts after Wednesday night.
But tho church had been refreshed all
admitted that though there was head
shaking over more than ono namo among
those cf tho probationers, Teddy Bar-

ton's in particular. Such landmark sin-
ners as had escaped the flood of grace
even said of his chango of heart: "Ef
he holds fast ter tho promises, tho day
of merakles ain't past. Let him hear cr
fiddle cr see er foot shake, an you look
out! He's plum crazy over dancin, an
besides he's sech er liar it wouldn't be
strange cf he was try in ter come it that

eben over tho Lord Almighty."
Mr. Topmark only laughed when he

heard such speech. Ho had other and
much more important things upon his
mind. Though the letter to Lawyer
Howell had boen so painstakingly com-
posed, it rested still in the depths of
his desk, awaiting, liko himself, certain
turns of affairs. Rob he had seen only
casually and afar off sinco tho great
Monday night. For some reason or none
ho had kept away from her after it. Of
course nobody dreamed of connecting his
abstention with tho conspicuous pres-
ence in the nightly gatherings of Mrs.
Annis and her niece from" the Eelenoy. "

Mr. Topmark was mighty civil to
them, tethering their horses and seeing
that they were properly mounted, but
no one thought moro than that it was
due to keen commercial instincts. Ho
would do most anything by way of
drawing trade, said his world, never
dreaming that there was more in his
action than appoared upon the surface.

Monday, after tho big meeting closed,
Mr. Topmark had a particularly bad
half hour. It began with him in Mrs.
Annis' big room, snug at Magnolia's
side, his arm about her waist and her
lap full of span new gauds and gewgaws
which had just como out of his pocket
In return he claimed a kiss and got a
stinging slap on the cheek. Magnolia
got up and moved a little away, saying
as she turned upon him a slow, bovine
regard :

"Fruin all I hear urn say, I got ter
pay high fer all you gimme. I don't
wantor ter go an pay twiste. "

"Now. I do wonder, who could er

ine
Gun Goes Off

Instantly when you pull the
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Cod-liv- er Oil. It is the essence
of nourishment. It docs not
nauseate, docs not trouble the
stomach. And it replaces all
that disease robs you of.

A book telling more about it sent
free. Ask for it

SCOTT & BOWJCE, New York.
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mother, but neether of them would
dare take her to task while the revival
lasted. They would fear what sho
might tell to tho church folk, especial-
ly Mrs. Talbot. And afterward that
was a Jong way off no matter what
camo then, Nina felt that to bo tho her-
oine of n night liko this paid for very
many snub3 and much reviling in tho
bosom of her family.

As Teddy saw her and gripped her
hands ho shouted louder than ever. A
contagious thrill ran through tho ex-

cited throng. Old Brother Baxter, who
had raised the tunes for half a century,
struck up in his deepest bass:

"Save! Save I Savo, Lord I

Send converting power down!
Sa-v- my dear Lord!"

Instantly the simple monochord swell-
ed from every throat. Three moro peni-
tents sprang up, sho j ting aloud in tho
joy of new hopo. Friends and kinfolk
crowded in to embrace them and wring
tho hands of the Christians about. Other
penitents half ran, half fell, up the
choked aisle. The air seemed to pulso
with lectrio feeling. Brother Walton
prayed without ceasing, now at this
bowod head, now at that Brother Green
did not stir from his chosen penitent, a
big, rough fellow, who had come to the
altar as though dragged by invisible
hands.

He was Matt Taylor, tho blacksmith,
famed tho countryside through for
strength, skill and wickedness. Ho had
not moved from tho 6pot where he fell
rather than knelt upon first reaching
the altar. Strong, slow sobs shook him
from head to foot. His hand was clinch-
ed hard upon that of tho minister. Now
and again ho spoke a thick word of
hopeless supplication.

"Lord," camo dry and gasping, "I
ain't wuth savin! You know that
you know every-thin- g an I had er
good mother! Sho was good mighty
good ! I ain't never been no credit ter
her but she said it was her last word

you loved me better'n she did. I
tried ter fergit but it staid with mo

it fetched me here! Lord, savo mo
ef you chooso ef you do lovo me like
sho saidl Ef you don't I'm lost-w- orld

without end. Savo mo! Save
mo! Jesus Christ, save me!"

Amen and amen aroso on every band,
though the good people had not heard
his halting words. Nono but the all
hearing ear indeed might have disen-
tangled them from the massod confu-
sion of sound about. The blacksmith's
wife sat amazod in fear and trembling
hopo. Ho was not actively unkind to
her when he was sober. That was about
one day in seven. The other six she spent
in making fair weather for his uncer-
tain temper, and often got blows aa a
reward of her endeavors. She had been
a church member when sho married
him, but sinco ho had refusod steadfast-
ly to give her money for church dues
6ho had kept away from services until
she was hardly counted a Methodist.

It had almost taken her breath when
he bade her get ready to come with him
to Bethel tonight. Sho did not know
how for weeks something Brother Green
had said had been ringing in her hus-

band's mind. The minister's horso cast
a shoo one Sunday as ho was riding past
Ho had routed out the smith to save the
beast from going lame. Matt had boast-

ed over sinco he was grown that every
minister thereabout was afraid to faco
him and name religion. Brother Green
did not name it, but at parting he said:
"Thanky, Matt, for an excellent job.
I've heard cf you all around here how
well you know your business yes, and
some other things. Ouo is that you nev-

er take a dare. Now, I dare you to come
and see if I know my trade as well as
you do yours."

Matt had dared, with this result. His
wife, trembling and crying in a stifled,
hopeless fashion, longed inexpressibly
to go to her beloved tyrant, but feared
him too much to mako a forward step.,
Ho might repulse, might even striko,
her. Sho sat close, quite hidden in the
mass of standing people A sudden
great shout mado her start electrically.
She knew ; sho understood. As ho had
reviled him, her husband was praising
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